Value of T2-weighted magnetic resonance imaging in the assessment of wall inflammation and fibrosis in Crohn's disease.
This review focuses specifically on the diagnostic value of T2-weighted imaging in the assessment of Crohn's disease (CD) inflammation. In general, T2-weighted imaging has been less extensively investigated than T1-weighted gadolinium-enhanced imaging, even if it may offer similar information on disease activity. Furthermore, T2-weighted imaging allows CD characterization, which is crucial in the management of the disease when differentiating intestinal edema from fibrosis. Technical aspects, morphological findings and signs of active intestinal inflammation and fibrosis detectable on T2-weighted images will be reviewed and shown. Correlation between T2-weighted imaging findings, clinical activity indexes and histopathology features will be discussed. Since T2-weighted imaging is essential in the evaluation of CD activity, it should always complement with T1-weighted imaging, although it could also be used alone in the assessment of CD.